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other one cause, to the fact that I have been able to work
with the organization. It was because of this fact, coupled,
of course, with the fact that I intended resolutely without
wavering to have my own way on questions of deep prin-
ciple, that I have been able to carry my point as regards
every important matter."

Writing again to his friend, James 0. Carter of New York
City, on March 19,1900, he gave a general statement of his
tribulations with reformers, enclosing a striking quotation
from Macaulay:

"The other day I came across something in Macaulay
about Scotland in 1690, which runs as follows:

" * It is a remarkable circumstance that the same country
should have produced in the same age the most wonderful
specimens of both extremes of human nature. Even in
things indifferent the Scotch Puritan would hear of no com-
promise ; and he was but too ready to consider all who rec-
ommended prudence and charity as traitors to the cause of
truth. On the other hand the Scotchmen of that generation
who made a figure in Parliament were the most dishonest
and unblushing time servers that the world has ever seen.
Perhaps it is natural that the most callous and impudent
vice should be found in the near neighborhood of unreason-
able and impracticable virtue. Where enthusiasts are ready
to destroy or be destroyed for trifles magnified into impor-
tance by a squeamish conscience, it is not strange that the
very name of conscience should become a byword of con-
tempt to cool and shrewd men of business.'

"It seems to me that this paragraph portrays pretty well
the conditions which make self-government so difficult in
New York City. On the one hand we have the sodden
masses of poor, ignorant and sometimes vicious people who
are the ready-made tools for Tammany or any other ma-
chine. On the other, we have good men, .or at least well-
meaning men, who have permitted the practical capacity for
self-government to atrophy. In Scotland in the last quarter
of the 17th century, the existence of the unreasonable Puri-